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The scandal over imporiant inioririation r.tihich
:nighi undermine prosecuiions beieg deiiber-
aiely hidden fionr. defenCat-lts hii ihe new-s
again i.ast monih as ne-w infoi:laiioa poinierl
io insritutionaiised failings aio::.ni Cisclcsule.

-rccoiding to The Times the far.lure b-,; pclice
a.nd prosecutors to disclose vital e-ridence rr
crimiaal cases to the defence is routile and
jeiiberaie. They say a dossier ieyeais e coi:it-
:iiolilr heiiivie-'rv that ihe ciefence is ast eliitiea
ra see ali the evidence and discloses taciics
used ic avcid its disclcsure. irith,lclce in at
ieast oae lorce tiaineC in avciii.ing naking

materiai ihat might unCeriaine iheir case avail-
a-h1e io the defence.

Ine iLe dravrs on the reports cf 14 fccus groups
-with tire poiice, and others "wiih prosecutors
and judges, as wei! as a survey of?rosecureis.
The commenrs in the cicssier inciude cne pros-
ecutcr saying: "in ever: quite serious cases,
offcers have admitted to deliberately wiihhoid-
ing sensitive maierial fioia us and they ire-
quently approach us only a week before triatr.
Officers are reluctant io investigaie a ciefence
or iake statemenis ihat mighi assist the deferrce
or uadermiee our case."
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